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Soviet Russia
The Union o£ Socialist Soviet Republics is as large as the whole of
North America with Colombia and Ecuador thrown in for good measure.
Nevertheless, the actual capacity of the country to support population is
less than that of the United States. The railroad maps (A568 and A569)
illustrate the matter. Railroads are one of the best measures of the
degree to which a country produces commodities that enter into trade.
On the map of European railroads note how many places there are where
a country the size of Denmark or Belgium could be set down on Russian
soil without touching a single railroad. In Asia the whole of the well-
inhabited part of Europe (the part where there is any kind of networ\
of railways) could be set down in unoccupied territory north of die
Siberian railway, as well as south of it. All the railway maps of conti-
nents, it should be noted, are on the same scale.
The Russians have failed to occupy the whole of their country in
spite of the fact that much more than half the land consists of plains and
gently sloping lowlands. The northern parts, however, are so cold, the
south central parts east of the Caspian Sea and the lower Volga are so
dry, and a large part of eastern Siberia is so high and therefore cold
that the area fit for agriculture is scarcely larger than in the United States.
Moreover, the Russian area has so cold or dry a climate that even with
the best cultivation it will not yield so much per acre as the farms of the
United States. Then, too, although the mineral wealth of Soviet Russia
is great, it is far less abundant than that of this country. It is also difficult
to extract because many deposits are small, poor in quality, or located
in remote inaccessible regions.
The Russian plain begins on the western border of the U.S.S.R. in old
Poland. In the south it extends eastward past the Black Sea and the salt
lakes known as the Caspian and Aral Seas until it reaches the huge
mountain ranges of Tien Shan and Altai. Farther north the plain is
interrupted in the middle by the low, gently sloping Ural Mountains,
but beyond these it continues eastward even farther than in the south.
Starting at the Baltic Sea and going toward Lake Baikal one can travel
more than 3,000 miles without seeing any mountains or even high hills
except the Urals. East of the Sea of Aral one can do the same thing
along a north and south line for almost the same distance. Nowhere else
does the world have any such vast plain.
The plain is by no means uniform. To one starting in the Ukraine
north of the western part of the Black Sea and traveling east, the country
at first looks not unlike the plains of Minnesota. As one approaches the
Caspian Sea, however, trees disappear, and in due time fields give place
to pastures covered with short grass. East of the Caspian Sea these in

